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Chap- II.

COMBUSTIBLES*

5J& 1.    Amber.

This substance, called electrum by the ancients, fe
found in diiFerent countries ; but most abundantly ia
Prussia, either on the sea-shore, or under ground at the
depth of about 100 feet, reposing on wood coal** It
is in lumps of different sizes. Werner divides it into
two subspecies : namely, white zn&yellow amler.

Subspecies i. White Amler. Colour straw yellow ;
sometimes inclining to yellow white. Massive* Lustre
2, 3, resinous. Fracture conchoidal. Fragments sharp-
edged. Transparency 2. In other respects agrees with
the succeeding.

Subspecies 2. Yellow Amber. Colour wax yellow,
passing into honey yellow, yellowish brown, and hya-
cinth red. In blunt-edged pieces with a rough surface-
External lustre 0 ; internal 4, between resinous and vi-
treous* Fracture perfect large conchoidal. Fragments
very sharp-edged- Transparency 4. Soft* Rather
brittle* Frangibility 4. Specific gravity from 1*073
to 1*085*

$p* 2*    Retinasphaltum.

This mineral, found at Bovey, and lately described
and analysed by Mr Hatchett, belongs to tne resin ge-
nus, and connects this genus with that of the bitumens ;
retinasphaltum being a compound of resin and bitumen-
For a description of it, see Vol. II. p.

* ELsrwan, Mixerafigy, ii, 66-